
 
 

TALKING POINTS FOR ADVOCATES 
 
Advocates need to be prepared to give legislators and their staff persuasive information in a short 
period of time. To help you make the most of your meetings, n4a has developed the following 
framework and talking points for you to use on n4a’s Capitol Hill Day and beyond. For background 
and more information on n4a policy agenda, see our 2015 Policy Priorities. 
 

YOUR TOP PRIORITY  Make sure your Member understands who 
you are and your organization’s role in providing services to older 
adults. 

 If this is your first time meeting with your Member or his/her staff, or if you haven’t engaged 
with the office often, spend a few minutes telling them about what you do and who you serve. 

 Be prepared to speak about the older adult demographic in your Member’s district or state, 
both now and the outlook for the future. 

 Talk about the need for services and share some personal stories or anecdotes about older 
adults who have been served through your programs. 

 Bring some leave-behind informational materials from your agency and from n4a. 
 
Once rapport is established, go through your top asks and priorities and how/why they are important 
to your agency and to your district/state. Remember, personal stories are powerful! You don’t have to 
get through all asks. Highlight those most important to you and adjust as time and Member interest 
demands. 
 
AND DON’T FORGET TO… Offer or remind your Member of the open invitation to visit 
or volunteer at your agency. This one activity can really help build your relationship with the 
Member, deepen their understanding of your programs, and allow them to realize what a resource you 
can be on aging issues. Mention it while on the Hill, but you will need to follow up in writing with their 
scheduler.. Note: The House will be in recess May 4-8 and again May 25-29; the Senate will be in 
recess May 25-29, as well. 
 

YOUR TOP CONGRESSIONAL “ASKS”: 
 

1) Reauthorize the Older Americans Act (OAA).  

 In order to meet the needs of today’s and tomorrow’s seniors, Congress must reauthorize the 
Older Americans Act. A solid, bipartisan bill (S. 192) is waiting to come to the Senate floor and 
the House indicates it is interested in beginning its process once the Senate acts. 

 Reauthorization is critical to ensuring that the Aging Network is able to meet the increasing 
needs of a growing senior population. This is critical because the Aging Network will serve 
more than 70 million seniors by 2030—that’s one in every five Americans!  

 OAA programs and services provide a three-to-one return on investment. These cost-effective, 
proven, trusted programs leverage money in local communities and provide economic benefits 



for communities. The alternative to HCBS supported through OAA is expensive 
institutionalization for many seniors.  

 
2) Funding/Appropriations for FY 2016: 

 Stop the sequestration of vital human needs programs from undermining 
the health and wellness of older adults.  

o According to a 2013 n4a survey of AAAs, 85 percent of respondents said they could not 
provide sufficient aging services if federal cuts continued. Talk about how federal 
cuts have affected your agency’s ability to provide services!  

o Almost all were concerned that cuts would affect the ability of seniors to remain living 
independently without institutional care. Is your agency worried about the 
ability of seniors to remain living in their homes and communities? 
 

 Restore funding for OAA and other critical programs that help older adults 
remain living successfully in their homes and in their communities. 

o The FY 2016 appropriations season is an opportunity to restore devastating cuts that 
AAAs experienced under sequestration. In FY 2014 and FY 2015, most OAA programs 
saw no relief from sequester.  

o Restore funding to OAA programs at least pre-sequestration levels of FY 2010—
particularly Title III B Supportive Services; Title VI Native American Aging Programs; 
National Family Caregiver Support Programs; and Title VII Long-Term Care 
Ombudsman. (The President’s budget calls for increases to Titles III B and VI that go 
above FY 2010 levels, so be sure to mention your support for those recommendations!) 

 

 Fund Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC) networks. 
o Appropriators should include at least $16 million in discretionary funding for ADRCs 

in FY 2016, to fill the $10 million gap created by the expiration of mandatory funding 
provided for ADRCs under the Affordable Care Act for the past five years. If this gap in 
funding is not bridged, a decade of improvements and advancements in building this 
national network will be undermined. 
 

 Provide funding of $25 million for the Elder Justice Act. 
o Nearly 10 percent of older adults are expected to experience abuse and we need a 

comprehensive system to understand, address and prevent this problem. 
o The funds would support grants, technical assistance and evaluation of Adult Protective 

Services to meet the immediate need, and research on elder abuse, which helps us 
better understand how to prevent and detect this terrible phenomenon.   

 

 Maintain funding for the Prevention and Public Health Fund (PPHF) to 
prioritize wellness efforts and to prevent chronic diseases that are a primary driver of health-
care costs.  

o Seniors can benefit from prevention, too, and our Aging Network has proven this with 
evidence-based falls prevention and chronic disease self-management programs, which 
should continue to be funded by the PPHF via ACL. 

 
If you can’t answer a question, don’t worry, just promise to get back to them with the 
answer when you are back home. Feel free to put the staffer in touch with n4a’s policy team, Amy 
Gotwals and Autumn Campbell, who can be reached at 202.872.0888 or agotwals@n4a.org and 
acampbell@n4a.org.  
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